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The 2011 MITRAL CONCLAVE will bring the world’s
leading figures in mitral valve disease together for two
days to discuss the latest information regarding management
guidelines, imaging, pathology, minimally invasive ap-
proaches, percutaneous approaches, surgical techniques,
devices, and long term results.
Faculty presentations of the latest available data, techniques,
and state of the art reviews will be supplemented by abstract
and video presentations covering:
 Degenerative Valve Disease
 Mitral Regurgitation in Heart Failure
 Novel Repair Techniques
 Other Mitral Valve Disease
 Outcomes Following Mitral Valve Surgery
 Tricuspid Valve Disease
Log on to the 2011 MITRAL CONCLAVE Web site at
www.aats.org/mitral to view the Preliminary Program and
faculty listing. Register by March 28, 2011, and save.
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.
This activity has been approved for AMA PRA Category 1
Credits.
The 91st AATS Annual Meeting
May 7–11, 2011
Pennsylvania Convention Center
Philadelphia, PA
The 2011AATSAnnualMeeting is shaping up to be a superb
program. We encourage those attending the Mitral Con-
clave, taking place May 5–6, 2011, to head to Philadelphia
from New York City after the Mitral Conclave concludes
to participate in the Annual Meeting. Philadelphia is just
a two hour ride by car, one hour ride by train, and an even
shorter plane ride from New York City. Maximize your
time out of the OR by attending two superior CT-focused
CME programs in 2011 during the same week.
The 2011 Annual Meeting features a number of new pro-
grams. The inaugural ‘‘High Performance Teams in the
Operating Room: Using the NOTSS Program ("Non-
Technical Skills for Surgeons") to Improve Communica-
tion, Understanding and Performance’’ will focus on the
underlying human factors and nontechnical skills which
enable or hinder surgical performance. This interactive pro-
gram, taking place on Saturday, May 7th from 1:00 PM–
4:00 PM, will provide participants with an introduction to
observational techniques and a behavior rating system to
assist in the evaluation of the performance of surgeons in
the operating room. Audience participation will be aug-
mented by structured methods of analyzing behavior and
some initial training in identifying and discussing perfor-
mance in surgery. Chaired by Simon Paterson-Brown,
MBBS, FRCS, MPhil, MS, George Youngson, CBE, PhD,
and Steven Yule, MA, PhD, MSc, of the Royal College of
Surgeons of Edinburgh, the course will address the needs
of all surgical team members and was created based upon
feedback from our constituents.
AATS Special Reception at the National Constitution
Center
Tuesday, May 10, 2011
7:00 PM–10:00 PM
Reception Ticket Price: $75.00/person
Round out your meeting experience by joining your peers at
the National Constitution Center—America’s most interac-
tive history museum. Located in a stunning contemporary
building just two blocks from the Liberty Bell and Indepen-
dence Hall, it is the only museum devoted to the U.S. Con-
stitution and the story of ‘‘We, the People.’’
Opened in 2003, it has been dedicated to increasing public
understanding of the Constitution, its history, and its con-
temporary relevance, through an interactive, interpretive fa-
cility within Independence National Historic Park and
a program of national outreach, so that ‘‘We the People’’
may better secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity.
Come join us for an historic evening and enjoy the vistas of
this beautiful city!
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